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What we will cover 

1. WRA UK background – PIARC 

2. WRA UK activities 



 
WRA UK background 

 

 1909 
 Government association 
 Council – 118 Member governments 
 First Delegates 
 Strategic Plan  - UK FD lead 

 UK National Committee 
 Chairman 
 Secretariat – CIHT 
 Collective Members 

 UKRLG (DfT, HA, TS, RSNI, WAG, TfL, ADEPT) 
 Private Sector (18 No.) 

 Individual Members (21 No.) 



WRA UK – key benefits of membership 

 access to world best practice 
 

 anticipate market change.  
 

 stimulation for your experts and brings kudos to 
your organisation. 
 

 engage with senior clients in a non-commercial 
environment.  



The 2011-2015 Strategic Plan 

 
Strategic Theme 1: Management 

and Performance  
 TC 1.1 Performance of Transport 

Administrations  
 TC 1.2 Financing  
 TC 1.3 Climate Change and 

Sustainability  
 TC 1.4 Road Transport System 

Economics and Social Development  
 TC 1.5 Risk Management  

 
Strategic Theme 2: Access and 

Mobility  
 TC 2.1 Road Network Operations  
 TC 2.2 Improved Mobility in Urban 

Areas  
 TC 2.3 Freight Transport  
 TC 2.4 Winter Service  
 TC 2.5 Rural Road Systems and 

Accessibility to Rural Areas  

 
Strategic Theme 3: Safety  
 TC 3.1 National Road Safety Policies 

and Programs  
 TC 3.2 Design and Operations of Safer 

Road Infrastructure  
 TC 3.3 Road Tunnels Operations  
 TF 1 Road Safety Manual Task Force  
 TF 2 Security Task Force  
 
Strategic Theme 4: 

Infrastructure  
 TC 4.1 Management of Road Assets  
 TC 4.2 Road Pavements  
 TC 4.3 Road Bridges  
 TC 4.4 Earthworks and Unpaved Roads  

 



UK Committment 

 Coverage on 14 out of 17 Technical Committees 

 29 UK representatives on TCs (including Chairs and 
Secretaries) 

 Communities of Interest 

 



What we are doing… 

1. WRA UK background 

2. WRA UK activities 
 Road maintenance review international comparison 

 Communities of interest 

 Webinar on road safety (and others) 

 UK Congress 31 October 2012 alongside associated events:  
hosting TC 1.4, workshops with Cardiff University and 
dinner debate 

 Strong presence on international work 



Road Maintenance Review International 
Comparison 



Road Maintenance Review International 
Comparison 

 Further research on how Australia has implemented the mandatory use 
of 10-year financial plans is recommended as longer term financial 
planning would help LHA implement asset management (AM) 

 Review how Quebec manage their programmes of works to operate a 
focus on summer highway maintenance 

 Research on Sweden’s BaTMan system (for bridges/tunnels stock) and 
review their network hierarchy defined for various service levels 

 Review how Singapore work with utility companies 

 Review how New Zealand prevent water getting into the road surfaces 

 Review Netherlands approach to Asset Management 

 WRA should develop guidance for determining  
economic benefits of highway maintenance 

 UK could consider a scan tour 



Focus in Surveyor 

Surveyor news article 18 
May 2012 with headline:  
Long term focus 
deemed essential for 
highways  

WRA UK calls for lessons 
to be learnt from 
international maintenance 
operations 



Focus in TransportXtra 

TransportXtra 25 
May with headline 

Bring in ten-year 
repair plans, 
shelve upgrades 

 



 
 

Focus in Transportation Professional 

Transportation 
Professional July 2012 

With the headline: 

Asset management 
advocates look to 
Australia 



Communities of interest 

 Our Technical Representatives role in 
communicating with the profession 

 Using technology that professionals use e.g. 
LinkedIn 

 



Webinar on road safety (and others) 

 Web conference call between South Africa and the 
United Kingdom 

 ‘The webinar was most informative and we will 
continue to use this medium to ‘tap’ the knowledge 
kindly offered to us by the participants.  Our thanks 
to all’.  Nazir Alli, former CEO of the South African 
Roads Authority 

 



UK Congress 

 Range of events 

 UK Congress 31 October 

 Hosting an international technical committee 
meeting TC 1.4 

 Workshop event with Cardiff University and UK TC 
reps 

 Dinner debate 30 October 

 



Influencing the international agenda 

 International evaluation on the benefits of proper 
road maintenance and dis-benefits of poor road 
maintenance  

 Projects Fund be set up within the Association’s 
budget to obtain the services of consultants and 
professionals external to the Association to address 
these emerging issues of high relevance normally 
under the oversight of the relevant Strategic Theme 
Coordinator.   

 

 



Questions and contacts 

 First Delegate 
 Jim Barton – jim.g.barton@hotmail.com 

 Chairman 
 Joe Burns – joe.burns@mouchel.com 

 Secretariat 
 John Smart - john.smart@ciht.org.uk 
 Justin Ward - justin.ward@ciht.org.uk 

 Website  - www.piarc.co.uk  [Click on ‘activities’] 
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